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Politics students reflect on peer’s racist video
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Cinco De Mayo is around the
corner: ready the kitchen!
IN LIGHT OF RECENT ACTIONS Saint Mary’s students are called to, yet again, speak out against the possible abuses of technology (Courtesy of Modern Diplomacy)

BY: NINA SAFERSTEIN AND TAYLOR
BOYLE
CONTRIBUTING WRITERS
Surfing the internet has become
America’s favorite pastime. The internet
is wonderful--it provides access to information readily available, some would
even say at our fingertips. The use of
social media platforms has transformed
the manner in which the exchange of
information circulates. Specifically, social media allows privileged individuals
the opportunity to express themselves
and their opinions freely. This can be
used as an effective vehicle for promoting the common good, or a means of
discrimination and hateful indoctrination. As human beings, every individual
is entitled to the right to freedom of
speech. However, what happens when
the freedoms of one individual infringe
upon the freedoms of another?

Within the last week, a controversial a clear relationship to the perpetuated
video posted by a Saint Mary’s student stereotype that Asian-identifying perhas circulated Twitter. The student, vis- sons are poor drivers. Even though it is
ibly frustrated from a recent
the student’s right to post
fender bender says “Fuck
freely online, it is every bit
It is every bit
Asians” under her breath
the right of online viewers
as she records herself, then the right of
to condemn the rhetoric
posting to a private Instaused in her expression of
online viewers
gram account on Friday,
speech, as it was extremely
April 19th. It is visibly un- to condemn the offensive, derogatory, and
clear to the viewer what, and rhetoric used
racist. By perpetuating racor who caused the accident
ist stereotypes, this student
as well the race and gender
makes a careless generof the other party involved. Regardless, alization about the Asian community,
the video was later screen recorded and one which is not true. Stereotypes are
shared to Twitter by @ChieftonMo- then used as a means of othering people
ment whose relationship to the student of color in order to maintain dominant
remains unknown. Within a matter of white-power. Her words have grave condays, the video was retweeted by over 150 sequences, far past the confines of the inusers and favorited more than 400 times, ternet; to let these actions go unresolved
accumulating almost 75,000 views. The is to ignore the damaging effects acts of
comment, “Fuck Asians,” as the student flashes her damaged car implies see A Response to Cyber Racism page 2

Eco Art Show “as varied as it was beautiful”
BY: JULIA HOLM
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

she described how she understands them to
be collaborative topics. “I have always felt that
Last Thursday afternoon, the Museum of art is a strong mechanism for social change.
Art Courtyard was humming with conversa- In recent years, I have noticed that eco art is
tion while groups of students, faculty, and an emerging field.” So, she gathered student
members of the community
artists and explained what
huddled around art pieces I have alwasy felt she wanted to create: a silent
observing, discussing, and
auction style art exhibit, from
connecting. Hope Huber, that art is a strong which all proceeds were to go
Saint Mary’s senior and mechanism for
to the support of the Green
Vice President of the Green
Gaels club.
Gaels, first proposed the social change.
There were 11 artist conidea to have a sustainability
tributors by the day of the
focused art show to the club that she helps exhibition. One artist, Izzy Davis, created
to lead over a year ago. And on Thursday a wave out of plastic straws. She wanted to
afternoon, the cumulation of her hard work bring attention to our mindless use of unrewas realized. The Eco Art show effortlessly cyclable plastics, drawing on the statistic that
connected two areas of study, art and envi- by 2050, the ocean will have more plastic than
ronmentalism, that to some may seem like fish. Another artist, Omari Lewis, used found
divergent interests. But these are two of materials to create roller-skates and photos
Huber’s greatest passions, and, after the show, hammered through with nails. The intent

was to juxtapose the carefree days of youth
with the increasingly worrisome future of our
world and environment. Madi Medearis paid
homage to the mountains she loves, painting
a snow-capped mountain range with a swirling sky behind, while Kendall Wilkerson,
a contributor of two pieces, showed a fish
trapped in a plastic bottle, and a rabbit with
an arrow through its heart. The other pieces
were as varied as they were beautiful. But
while there were differences in approach and
outcome, as there is with all works of art, the
common thread was apparent. Because each
piece was also a call to action. A call to protect
the environment.
While attendees viewed and placed bids on
pieces, they sipped on iced tea and
espresso, and tasted the variety of vegan
cakes and hummus, pita, and vegetables that
see Eco Art Exhibit page 2
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“To act upon one’s convictions while others wait,
To create a positive force in a world
where cynics abound,
To provide information to people when
it wasn’t available before,
To offer those who want it, a choice—”
—Ted Turner

racism have on both individual
and systemic levels.
In response, the Saint Mary’s
College Official Twitter account
@stmarysca responded with
the following, “Saint Mary ’s
has been notified about a recent unfortunate incident. Our
Bias Incident Response Team
is investigating the matter. The
College remains fully committed to our Lasallian principles
of inclusive community and respect for all persons.” The Bias
Incident Response Team (BIRT)
assists students who report bias
incidents, keeps annual statistical records of bias incidents
on campus, as well as strives to
promote dialogue surrounding
issues of diversity. BIRT is not
a disciplinary body, meaning
they do not decide whether
someone is guilty or not, nor
take part in any disciplinary
proceedings. Contrary to Saint
Mary’s tweet, the BIRT website
clearly states, “ We aren’t an
investigative team. We don’t go
on fact-finding missions.” As
students, we are often told if we
have an issue file a BIRT report
as if that will bring the concrete
resolution we are searching for.
By providing false information
in their tweet, the college is only
perpetuating misconceptions
about what BIRT does and does
not do. While it is not within
BIRTs authority to take disciplinary action, to let this occurrence be without such measures
sets a dangerous precedent that
racist remarks will, in fact, be
tolerated.
In cases such as these, the
Department of Community Life
may carry out investigations

and hold hearings in order to
decide what actions should
be taken. However, the mere
fact that this knowledge is not
commonly understood by Saint
Mary’s students speaks to the
lack of transparency and misinformation in the Saint Mary’s
community. In order to prevent
racism in our community, we
suggest Saint Mary’s Community Life work with the Intercultural Center to implement
required inclusivity workshops
when situations such as this
arise. By publicly informing
those who use derogatory and
oppressive language, our community has the opportunity to
prevent racist occurrences from
happening in the future.
Following the only official
response from the college, were
these remarks from the End The
Silence SMC Instagram account,
“We believe, as a school, Saint
Mary’s is not a place where flagrant bigotry should be allowed
to exist without consequence.
The damage caused by this incident must be addressed and
acknowledged by the school and
accountability must be taken by
the involved party.” The post
continues on, confirming that
a BIRT report was indeed filed,
but it is unclear as to whether
the student lead organization
was responsible for the alert.
As students with a passion for
social justice, we believe it is
necessary that the college be
more transparent with the Saint
Mary’s student body: this transparency means that it is necessary to keep us informed about
what is being done to address
acts of racism in our community.

Without transparency, we then much a human right as the right
cannot hold individuals, as well to freedom of expression.” This
as the college accountable, nor brings us back to the question of
practice the Lasallian Principles the freedoms of one individual
of respect for all persons, and infringing on the freedoms of
inclusive community the college another. While the easy solution
promotes.
would be to curb hate speech
As a Lasallian community, we on the internet, this does not
have a responsibility to address address the clear and presentacts of racism that negatively -issues of systemic racism that
impact our students, staff, and lay beneath the initial post.
faculty. The actions of the Saint The reality is, curbing speech
Mary ’s student in question on the internet is not going
not only impact the way that to make people less racist nor
Asian-identifying students, does it address the real issue
staff and faculty feel comfort- that racist commentary on and
able expressing themselves but offline speaks to the continued
also how individuals weigh the existence of racial biases and
effects of their actions online. discrimination in our society
The irony here is that just before today.
spring break, the student feaThis particular instance is
tured gave a presentation in her not unique to this campus, nor
Human Rights class addressing society at large. It is one inhate speech on the internet stance which speaks to a much
and the protection of minority larger systemic issue plaguing
rights online.
communities across the world.
What is that old saying? You However, that is not to say that
can lead a horse to water but you hate speech and individual
cannot make him drink? You acts of racism are insignificant
can take a human rights course, and not worth our time and
study this exact
attention. Surely,
phenomenon
they are. Human
on a daily basis, Human rights begin r i g h t s b e g i n i n
even give a pre- with small places
small places close
sentation, but
to home and within
t h a t d o e s n o t close to home
our own communimean you are
ties. These are the
exempt from partaking in be- spaces where we seek justice,
haviors you openly condemn in equality, opportunity, dignity,
the classroom. Because of the and respect for all persons.
internet’s basic framework, its Without the efforts of engaged
pervasiveness, and the oppor- citizens and students who strive
tunity it provides for anonym- to promote the integrity of
ity have made information and these rights, human rights are
communication technologies fruitless words with little value.
a home for those intending to In hopes that progress will be
spread hateful, in this case, rac- made universally, we must see
ist messages and incite violence. to the acceptance of widespread
As Mandana Zarrehparvar re- inclusivity: to hold all individuminds us, “What some tend to als accountable for the “little
forget is that the right not to be things” first, within our own
discriminated against is just as community.

Eco Art Exhibit
continued from page 1
were
provided through support from
the EES (Environmental and
Earth Science) department, the
art department, and from the SMC
branch of River of Words. By the
end of the auction, the exhibit raised
more than $250, all of which will go
towards funding future Green Gaels
events. Hope expressed her delight
with the outcome of the event,
explaining that, “I was amazed. I
thought it was immensely successful. I was really impressed with the
amount of people who came out and
showed interest. I heard so many
vibrant conversations inspired by
artwork.” With her vision for this
art show having come together,
she was touched by the number of
artists and art appreciators who had
gathered to raise awareness and
to have conversations regarding
a variety of environmental topics. In a lighthearted reference to
the large amount of food that had
been donated for the event, Hope
expressed, “I am still full, so that
also amazes me. Metaphorically,
physically, and spiritually, I am full.”
I am sure that those who attended
can agree with her sentiment. The
event was a lively gathering of
like-minded individuals, all who
simply wanted to improve the SMC
community, the environment, and,
by extension, the world in which
we live. For this cause, there is no
better mechanism than artistic
expression.

THE ECO ART SHOW teams up with Green Gaels to create social change through innovative silent auction. (Courtesy of SMC) Diplomacy)
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J

OE BIDEN ANNOUNCES PRESIDENTIAL RUN
After much speculation, former Vice President Joe
Biden has announced that he will be running for president
in 2020. Biden joins a growing list of Democratic presidential candidates who hope to challenge Donald Trump in the
race for the White House. Many candidates had already announced their campaigns, however, Biden kept the media
at bay, allowing time to pass before he made a formal decision. Relying on his extensive experience in politics, Biden
will have to face many newcomers challenging him for the
nomination. Although he is the front runner, Biden will also
have to face new criticisms of sexual misconduct, and past
controversial political decisions. At 77, Biden will be the oldest president.

U

NHEALTHY AIR ON THE RISE
New reports have surfaced that unhealthy air quality levels are on the rise. It has been reported that about 141
million Americans live in environments without clean air.
Many people are blaming Trump’s administration for their
continued practice of weakening environmental regulations,
specifically, trying to lessen funds for the Environmental
Protection Agency. Some have argued that the effects of climate change is continuing to rise temperatures, increasing
the chances for fires, and smog. Even though the U.S. does
not have as bad air quality as some countries, it is important
to prevent it from happening.

B

OY SCOUTS OF AMERICA SEXUAL ABUSE REPRESSION
Reports have been released that leaders of the Boy
Scouts of America Organization has concealed records of
child sexual abuse since 1944. The records claim that at least
12,000 young boys are victims. This is especially controversial
because, in 2012, reports were released with numbers, however, they were six times less than this new report. Although
this organization has denied that they were hiding these
findings, many people are criticizing them for concealing the
abuse of children.

F

INANCIAL TROUBLE FOR MEDICARE AND SOCIAL SECURITY
A report had been released that funds for Medicare will
not be properly conducted by 2026 and for Social Security by
2035. Funds for the organizations have begun to come out of
the reserve funds, the first since 1982. This problem means
that the organizations will not be able to pay off debts that
they are owed. Although the common suggestion is for edits
to be made this is easier said than done. If changes are not
made the funds will not be able to properly fund basic care.

S

RI LANKA SUICIDE BOMBINGS
A few weeks ago there were a series of suicide bombings on Sri Lanka that killed over 200 people, and wounded
hundreds of others. The government argues that the local
terrorist group, Thowheeth Jama’ath was behind the attacks.
However, reports have been released that warning signs were
given, and intelligence agencies did not take them seriously.
The government is now taking action by detaining suspects,
and heightening questioning tactics, sometimes, without
warrants.

F

RENCH PRESIDENT TRIES PEACE WITH YELLOW PROTESTORS
The citizens of France have been divided since
November has protestors have disagreed with a significant
tax hike to combat climate change. For 23 weekends in a
row protests have been underway. They have continued to
insist against a tax hike, and called for Macron to step down.
Macron has now promised tax cuts, and boosting pensions,
among other rulings. However, the outlook for protestors
to accept the decisions are not good. Many have criticized
Macron, arguing that he favors the rich, and instead, needs
to step down.
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Campus
Calendar
Senior Chat Drop-In
Hours (Commencement
requirement for seniors)
Tuesday, April 30
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 a.m. AND
2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Location:Filippi
Academic Hall, 190
Contact: CPDS
careers@stmarys-ca.edu
(925) 631-4600
Meditation in the Galleries
Tuesday, April 30
11:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
Location: Museum of Art
Contact: Tara Harju
museum@stmarys-ca.edu
(925) 631-4379
Study Abroad
Information Sessions
Tuesday, April 30
3:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Location: Brother
Jerome West Hall, 130
Contact: studyabroad@
stmarys-ca.edu
(925) 631-4245
St. Mary’s EastBay
Scholarship Dinner
Wednesday, May 1
6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Location: Claremont
Country Club 5295 Broadway
Terrace, Oakland
Contact: Miriam Cordeiro
smeastbayscholarhsipfund@
gmail.com
Meet the Brothers
Thursday, May 2
8:30 a.m. to 9:30 a.m.
Location: Brother
Community, Fenland Hall
Contact: Geni Federas
How to Read a Play
Thursday, May 2
3:15 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Location: Museum of Art
Contact: Tiffany Denman
tns1@stmarys-ca.edu
CABARET
Friday, May 3
8:00 p.m.
Saturday, May 4
8:00 p.m.
Sunday, May 5
2:00 p.m.
Location: LeFevre Theatre
Tickets: $10-$18
Chamber Musicians Concert
Sunday, May 5
4:00 p.m.
Location: Chapel
Contact: Tara Sundy
tms8@stmarys-ca.edu

The Campus Calendar column
is a service highlighting major
events of the week. To include
your event, email details to
staff@stmaryscollegian.com.
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OPINION
The case for Peanutbutter: we need more optimism in TV
BY KA LOUGHMAN
lives, I can’t refute the fact that
OPINION EDITOR
the show needs him. And more
Those who are familiar with than that, I need him. And I think
the Netflix adult-animation everyone else needs effortlessly
show BoJack Horseman must optimistic characters like Mr.
also be familiar with the titular Peanutbutter in their world, too.
Horseman needs Mr. Peanutcharacter’s antagonist, Mr. Peanutbutter — an anthropomor- butter to provide contrast to the
phic yellow labrador in a grey dark and emotional happenings
v-neck, baby-blue track pants, in BoJack’s world. Mr. Peanutand orange sneakers. I’ve been butter is the complete antithesis
a fan of the show for a few years of protagonist BoJack Horsenow (I believe I began watching man — he’s extroverted, goofy,
fun-loving,
right before
good-naseason three
tured. He
arrived), and
I must say, Mr. Peanutbutter is able g o e s f r o m
I h a t e M r. to maintain this optimism o n e k o o k y
to the
Peanutbutand goodness through caper
next, never
ter. He has
little to no navigating very difficult l o o k i n g
always
concept of
periods of his life. ... Mr. back,
ready for
his flaws and
c o n st a n t l y Peanutbutter’s character whatever ’s
p u t s h i s is proof that it is possible next. All stories require
needs over
the ones of to hold onto your own s o u r c e s o f
t h o s e h e g o o d n e s s , e ve n w h e n conflict and
tension,
loves, but
perhaps the you’re flawed, or troubled, and one of
most egre- or overwhelmed by the the biggest
tensions in
gious thing
a b o u t h i m darkness of life, and this H o r s e m a n
i s t h a t h e is his character’s most is the relationship bemakes no
important purpose.
tween Boattempts to
Jack and Mr.
better himPeanutbutself, no attempts to understand why his ter. In Mr. Peanutbutter, BoJack
marriages keep failing, and no sees the life he could have had,
attempts to explore who he is had he not been so caught up in
underneath his goofy disposi- his own struggles and insecurition. But as much as I hate Mr. ties — a successful post-sitcom
Peanutbutter and the constant life spent with someone who
state of sunshine in which he loves him. Without this con-

MR. PEANUTBUTTER is a sometimes irritating spot of shallow sunshine in the dark and emotional show BoJack Horseman, which is only part
of the reason why the show needs his character so badly. (Courtesy of Costume Wall).

stantly-out-of-reach possibility,
BoJack would never know there
could be anything other than his
own misery.
I need Mr. Peanutbutter because he reminds me it’s possible
to be both flawed and optimistic
at the same time. Like most people who watch television, I enjoy
characters because I relate to
them. I love Horseman so much
because the writers convey the
deep humanity of each character.
BoJack, Diane, Todd, Princess
Carolyn, and Mr. Peanutbutter
each have their own set of insecurities, triumphs, and deep-seated

traumas. Mr. Peanutbutter is a
constant optimist. He lights up
every room he walks in. This
alone is somewhat inspiring. But
what inspires me the most about
Mr. Peanutbutter is the fact
that he is able to maintain this
optimism and goodness through
navigating very difficult periods
of his life — through his brother’s
illness, the failure of his three
marriages, and the cancellation
of his television shows, for example. Mr. Peanutbutter’s character
is proof that it is possible to hold
onto your own goodness, even
when you’re flawed, or troubled,

or overwhelmed by the darkness
of life, and this is his character’s
most important purpose.
There needs to be more positivity in the media — more opportunities for effortless goofiness,
more examples of ridiculous
optimism, more ways for the
world to know that there is a
silver lining for every possible
situation. With all of the worry
and darkness and trauma that
exists in the world (and makes
its way into our television), we
could all do with a little more
optimism. We could do with a
little more light.

If you’re not sold on grad school, a nine-to-five gig, and the rest of your life
BY CAROLINE BINLEY
OPINION EDITOR
“When are you going to grad
school?”
“Where are you going to grad
school?”
“Will you keep studying physics
in grad school?”
Inquiring minds would like to
know. Friends, professors, and
passers-by expect it of me. It’s not
on the docket, though. Instead of
writing application essays, downing coffee and crying, I tossed
some anxious glances towards
Google Flights, which I used to
book a one-way ticket off the
continent.
One week post-grad, I’m going to Italy. The plan is to start
in Turin, an industrial city in the
north, and work my way south. It’s
not a forever situation. I’ll probably come back. But first I want
to digital nomad my way through
pasta country.
The Collegian has run article
after article on the glory of studying abroad, but most of us don’t
get that pleasure. For some, there
are scheduling problems. For others, there are financial concerns.
Almost always, these burdens
are tangled together. In my case,
studying abroad would have meant
sacrificing an early graduation.
This was my main motivation to
come to SMC: its generous AP
credit acceptance has allowed me
to graduate in three years, bypassing student debt, wasted time
and redundant classes. Studying
abroad wasn’t an option, and I

TURIN, ITALY is my first stop after I leave Saint Mary’s. Instead of going directly to a full-time desk job, I’m going to work as a digital nomad as
I travel Europe. It’s just one unusual post-grad plan worth persuing if you’re not sold on the typical trappings of adulthood. Grad school isn’t the
only way to procrastinate on big kid stuff. (Photo courtesy of National Geographic)

don’t regret that.
I would regret, though, scrapping life abroad full-stop.
This might not be the same for
you, but I’m sure there’s something you want to do that just
doesn’t fit into the typical life plan.
On the eve of graduation, it can
feel like there’s no time for the
things we want: we spend high
school under careful supervision;

college carefully supervising our
GPAs; and adulthood tied to debt,
marriages and mortgages. Hooray? We made it? Let’s celebrate
the future, open wide with possibility? We’re on the edge of life
without school, unknown with an
outline. Work nine-to-five, meet
someone nice, pop out wide-eyed
and wicked babies to overpopulate
the Earth. More education can feel

like the only escape — or at least a
Ph.D shaped pause button.
It’s a good one, for sure. If you
want grad school, grad school your
heart out. But just because it’s the
most predictable, understandable,
easy-to-explain-to-your-auntie
alternative to starting life-long
full-time employment doesn’t
mean it’s the one you have to take.
This isn’t the part where I sug-

gest you spent up to $60,000 a
year in tuition, fees, room and
board to become a free-flowing,
system-bucking, dream-following
superstar without a care in the
world for the cash in your pocket.
That would be a handful of delusion and pinch of privilege. I’m
only travelling because I’m lucky
enough to have a job that lets me.
But there is something powerful
about asking what you really want,
what you’re really ready for, and
how you can make that work now,
instead of stashing it an the everreceding later.
If there’s such a thing as a responsible time to act irresponsibly, it’s May 26, 2019. You’re not yet
rolling down the predetermined
track set for the rest of your life,
and nothing horrible will happen
if you put it off for three, six or
twelve months. (This does presuppose you keep adding to your savings. Compound interest is your
friend.) Find out what you want to
do, and do it — even if it’s ambitious
or atypical. Join the Peace Corps.
Climb a mountain. Celebrate the
fact that you’ve made it this far
by doing what interests you most.
My point here isn’t to convince
anyone who has a five-point plan
for pristine adult life to abandon
ship. But I have to assume that
not everyone has said five-point
plan, and not every planless soul
needs to rush to fit one. The end of
college is worth celebrating as one
of our first stabs at autonomy, and
you can choose to do something a
little unusual. It’ll be fine.

THE COLLEGIAN •

5

TUESDAY, APRIL 30, 2019

STMARYSCOLLEGIAN.COM

OPINION
ULTIMATE
HOT TAKE
SNACK
BREAK
SUPER SESH
Grab your favorite snack and see what your peers
have to say about the world this week - read ‘em
while they’re hot!

ON THE PRICE OF
GAS
These gas prices are freaking ridiculous! I
shouldn’t have to sacrifice a baby goat every time
I fill up my car — every three days! Here in the Bay
Area, we have refineries that produce the gas and
oil we need, so why is it still so expensive?
JON SEISER
OPINION COLUMNIST

RECYCLING,
DONATING CLOTHES,
AND OTHER
“ENVIRONMENTALLY
FRIENDLY” LIES
This is less of a hot take than a gentle PSA for the
fools among us who (like me) have been living
their whole lives as a lie. Not all plastic goes in
the recycle bin. Not everything in the recycle bin
actually gets recycled. And not everything that
goes to GoodWill actually gets resold — much
of it is thrown away when it doesn’t sell. Oh no.
I am sorry, planet, for the harm I’ve done you so
far. I will try to do better. It seems to me that the
main way to do so is simply to buy less shit, and
make sure the shit you do by is less harmful. Instead of congratulating yourself for putting used
plastic in a blue bin, try not to buy it in the first
place. Instead of donating buckets of clothes each
season, swap fast fashion for long lasting pieces.
You won’t need to Marie Kondo your life if you
don’t look like a nominee for Hoarders first. Just
get over your consumerist culture, man. (Really,
please do. I don’t want to die.)
CAROLINE BINLEY
OPINION EDITOR

MOST SMC
STUDENTS SHOULD
WORK HARDER
A lot of Saint Mary’s students work hard. A lot
more don’t. It’s made my life easy: in addition to
studying and caring, I can count on the curve to
carry me home. It’s been nice. But what’s easy
isn’t always what’s best; if more students did their
homeworks, readings, and other bare minimum
requirements, classes would be more competitive
and engaging. They might even be more fun. So
please, if you’re not trying, give it a go.
CAROLINE BINLEY
OPINION EDITOR

TAYLOR SWIFT’S
NEW SINGLE:
DISAPPOINTING
I’m not ashamed to say it: I am a lifelong Taylor
Swift fan. “Teardrops on My Guitar” SLAPS. But
the first single off her upcoming seventh album
is both vapid and unoriginal.
KA LOUGHMAN
OPINION EDITOR

NOBODY SHOULD
HAVE GUNS, EVER,
PERIOD, FULL STOP
I still don’t understand why people think having
guns is a human right — a right that belongs next
to those of free speech and bodily autonomy. I
just don’t understand what it is about guns that
throws the (Republican) American public into
a frothing hissy-fit. Find a new hobby that isn’t
directly related to killing people.
KA LOUGHMAN
OPINION EDITOR

MASHED POTATOES
ARE THE WORST
FOOD
I will not be responding to replies on this tweet.
KA LOUGHMAN
OPINION EDITOR

FOR THE LOVE OF
GOD JUST SHUT
UP ABOUT THE
AVENGERS ALREADY
IT HAS BEEN TEN
YEARS I’VE HAD
ENOUGH
I need someone to explain to me exactly what
the value is in the Avengers movies. I’ve seen
exactly one, and I don’t even remember which
one — that’s how memorable the experience was
for me. I don’t get why watching a bunch of men
(and a couple women, I suppose) fight bad guys
and save the world is so interesting. You know
they’re going to save the world and that everything will be okay in the end, so what’s the point?
Someone enlighten me. I’d love to get in on all of
the joy these movies seem to bring.
KA LOUGHMAN
OPINION EDITOR

THE “KIDS WRITE
JOKES” TWITTER
ACCOUNT IS THE
ONLY REASON WHY
WE SHOULDN’T
BURN TWITTER TO
THE GROUND
From this account we have received gems such
as “What do you call a chicken with wings? A
super chicken!” and “Why does the spaceman
go to a moon? To fart.” It’s obviously the
best joke account on Twitter, so if you’re not
following it, I feel sorry for you.
KA LOUGHMAN
OPINION EDITOR

DON’T APPLY TO
GRAD SCHOOL
DURING SENIOR
YEAR
Applying to graduate school during my senior
year was one of the (if not the most) traumatic
experience of my young life. I have skipped
classes to write personal statements, to prep for
GSA interviews, even simply to just cry. I have
cried about skipping classes to do these things.
Trying to juggle schoolwork, extracurriculars,
and the madness of application season is
almost too much for one person to handle. I
would highly recommend waiting until you can
put all of your time and energy into the process
— without making too many sacrifices.
KA LOUGHMAN
OPINION EDITOR

NO BERNIE BROS
ALLOWED
Calling Bernie Sanders supporters “Bernie
Bros” is an insult to the women and people
of color who disproportionately support his
policies. His campaign manager is a person of
color, and women largely have leadership roles
in his campaign. Painting all of his supporters
with the “Bernie Bro” brush erases the
diversity from his supporter base that deserves
to be seen.
KA LOUGHMAN
OPINION EDITOR

HUNGRY FOR MORE?
Uh oh, your hottest take is all dressed up with no
where to go. Let it loose. Come to the next Collegian storyboarding session, Monday, May 6, or
shoot us an email at smccollegian@gmail.com.
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Cinco de Mayo Dishes A Selection of Student Poetry
[Eds note: April is National Poetry Month. To mark the end of
the month, here is a selection of
poems from some of your fellow
Gaels.]
A Letter to the Welcoming
Mysterious Tree
Natasha Yerramili, Staff
Writer
Dear Tree,

The Battle of Puebla took place near Puebla City on May 5, 1862. (Photo by thebajapost.com)

BY MADISON LATTNER
STAFF WRITER
Well, everyone, it is about that
time of year again where we eat
too many tortilla chips and drink
too many margaritas.
Cinco de Mayo is just around
the corner and if you’re like me
and love to celebrate this holiday, you’re going to need some
perfect snacks to help you get
into the full swing of things. But
before we jump into your go-to
recipes for this lime and tequila
fueled holiday, let’s dive into the
history of Cinco de Mayo.
Cinco de Mayo, or the Fifth of
May, is a holiday that celebrates
the Mexican army’s victory over
France in 1862. It was the Battle
of Puebla during the FrancoMexican war. To be clear, Cinco
de Mayo is NOT Mexico’s independence day. Mexico’s Independence Day is celebrated on
September 16th.
Although this holiday is not
widely celebrated in Mexico, it
is very much celebrated in the
United States. Cinco De Mayo
has evolved into celebrating Latino Culture through food, drink
and celebration.
Personally, I will be celebrating by making homemade guacamole and chicken fajitas (a
margarita may be consumed in
the process). What I love about
these dishes is that they are very
easy to make and the recipes can
easily be made to serve one to
five people.
So if it is just you celebrating
Cinco de Mayo or you have a full
blown party, be sure to make
these @StarvingStudent__ approved dishes for your Cinco de
Mayo!
Homemade Guacamole

(Photo courtesy by California Avocados)

Ingredients
• 3 large ripe Hass avocados,
halved, pitted, and scooped
out
• 1 teaspoon fresh lime juice
• 2 tablespoons minced cilantro
• 2 medium jalapeno, seeded
and minced
• 1/2 teaspoon crushed red
chili flakes
• 1/3 teaspoon Kosher or sea
salt

•
•

Fresh cracked black pepper....to taste
2 medium tomato, seeded
and diced

Directions
Combine all ingredients into
a bowl until they are smoothed
to your prefered guacamole
texture.
Serve with tortilla chips.
Enjoy!
Sheet Pan Chicken Fajitas

Your branches are so long and
slim, your leaves are delicate and
plentiful. You stand so independent from the others, happy to
be who you are. I am glad you are
able to spread your branches wide
with knowledge. You do not turn
people away, but welcome everyone into your domain. Something
about your personality is so mysterious. I look at you and wonder
how easily you can be so strong.
Arabian Nights
Mark Molz, Contributing
Writer
The relentless sun reluctantly
makes it way through the abundant clouds.
Exposed - violence and hostilityConsumes the ignorant who
roam beside us
We walk proud,
with no shame
We come with peace,
You don’t do the same

(Photo courtesy by WonkyWonderful.com)

Ingredients
• 1 ½  lbs of Chicken breasts
sliced into ½ in strips
• 1 Yellow onion
• 3 Bell Peppers (red, yellow,
green your choice)
• 2 cloves of minced garlic
• Cilantro
• 4 Limes
• Olive oil
• Seasoning (Feel free to use
pre packaged spicy taco
seasoning)
• 2 tsp chili powder (preferably 1 tsp ancho chili powder
1 tsp regular)
• 1 1/2 tsp ground cumin
• 1 tsp ground paprika
• Salt and freshly ground
black pepper
For Serving
• Avocado slices
• Sour cream
• Tortillas
• Diced tomatoes
• Mexican style cheese
Directions
Preheat oven to 400 degrees
Put peppers, onion, seasoning
and garlic into a gallon sized bag.
Squeeze all lime juice out of
the limes and throw the juice
and some lime peels into the bag.
Seal the bag and shake until
chicken and pepper mixture is
evenly coated   and spread the
contents on the bag on the sheet
pan.
Drizzle olive oil over mixture
and add salt and pepper to taste.
Throw pan in oven for 18-25
mins, stir halfway thru.
Remove from oven, garnish
with cilantro and add salt to taste
and toss.
Enjoy!

Longing for peace with you
We will surely travel a way that
is new
Beauty fills the natural land
And yet we can’t stand hand and
hand
Lost in a place filled with stereotypes
Held down by ruthless hands
Wake up each day
Defined by the choices we made
yesterday
The time to be happy is now
The place to be happy is here
Watch each night as the sky
cracks
From the soulless stars drifting
apart
Constantly damaged by false
misconceptions
We are the ones who stand with
good intentions
We wish to walk in the land of free
With a love for all to see
Our lives our short
They are not long
There is always home here in
our heart
And we’ll leave the light on
Growth
Jordan Pastor,  Staff Writer
We can want the world
Without writing Christmas cards
Or listening to the rumble of
asphalt
We can want sympathy
Without pretty chocolates
Or the jumping contours of a river

We can want joy
Without the splinters of construction paper
Or the hush of listening to a good
story
We’re sad
We can’t find them anymore
Is this growth
rural problems
Kerry-Anne Loughman, Opinion Editor
i have no photos of my hometown, a
world i never thought i belonged
in
i always thought i was too good
for almond trees and single-story
buildings
my mother used to ask about my
dreams and
if they intersected with small
town reality
where the most you can hope for
is a teaching job at your old high
school
and a house nestled among the
little creek and sycamore trees
what a joke
you can always come home,
a lie they whispered to me at
graduation
my bags were packed from the
moment i got my ticket out
just the way i wanted it
but now, years have passed, and i
am left wondering
if there’s a way to fix falsehood
and turn it into life
i am never good enough for metropolitan days
gum and missed opportunities
stick to the bottom of my shoes
as i
constantly walk down the wrong
block to find
a gun to my head
what is it all for?
some kind of desperate shout into
the past,
to prove you were more than
where you came from
nobody told me how young you
are at eighteen,
dreaming of skyscrapers and
wishing for fulfillment
it’s only been four years but
everything is so much harder now
i miss my mother’s arms and the
cul-de-sac at the end of my street
i miss the imperviousness of my
childhood dreams
i miss the way i felt before i
learned what leaving means
and anyway, what’s wrong with
almond trees
The principle of a photon
Jordan Pastor, Staff Writer
Finding gifts for 18 people in
Ireland
I bought my father bonbons,
white and smooth
Like the rabbits whose eyes give
language to the snow
I see no such
In the fields hear my house
There was no time or money for
my home
And familiar smiles to join me
Among the dark, whispering hills.
By luck, the whisper of a photon
from across the sea
Called to me, waiting for me

To speak it into the plants of my
kitchen
Impossible, fantastical Ireland
Will only be a story to my cupboards
€2.30 was a box of bonbons for
my father
The closest I can give him to the
Celtic stars
White and smooth
Like the rabbits
Whose eyes give language to the
snow
the second decade is a danger sign
Kerry-Anne Loughman, Opinion Editor
young thing
you mess
beating heart of crimson
fearful thought and quiet guilt,
fissure crack and scar you are
the only one who can teach her
how to live.
burn. bloom and cry
all at the same time.
it’s all up to you. i know it sounds
scary. but
don’t fear, don’t fear, don’t -just keep
going.
breathe
you mess, you marvel, you magic
thing
breathe.
you are lungs. lavender and night
music.
and not even a quarter through
the world belongs to you
breathe
even when it feels like you’re not
getting anywhere,
remember,
at least you’re not where you
used to be
a rabbit hole with no shades of
green
you don’t live there anymore
breathe
you know what the stars look
like now
don’t forget them
Who is she?
Natasha Yerramili, Staff Writer
She is so bright and walks with
confidence
Her lovely friendly heart is
warm and kind
Her wonderful mind is intelligence
She can be tough, but I don’t
really mind
She can be shy and likes to have
her way
She likes to paint, write stories,
dance, act and sing
She is related to me I must say
She does not like to wear rings
and earrings
Her black long hair and eyes so
beautiful
Her smile lights up the day
bright and wide
She is very bright, happy and
colorful
She is always standing by my
side
No matter what, she always
gives her love
She is silly and graceful as a
dove
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SPORTS
All Eyes on the Raiders this Offseason

Sports
this week
SOFTBALL

Friday, May 3, 3 pm
vs. BYU
Moraga, CA
THE OAKLAND RAIDER have an uphill climb back to relevance, and to earning the respect of their fans again, after a series of trades put them into the bottom of the league (NFL)

BY MARK MOLZ
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
In the words of Al Davis, “Just
Win Baby.”
With an unexpected return
to Oakland for one last ride in
2019, the Oakland Raiders are
looking to have a send off for the
ages but people already seem to
be counting them out before the
first game.
Starting from the Oakland
Señors, to the Oakland Raiders,
then Los Angeles Raiders, back
to Oakland and soon to be Las
Vegas, you could say the Raiders
have never really figured it out.
Hiring a head coach who
has not been in the National
Football League (NFL) in over a
decade to a ten-year deal seems
to be the first area of concern

for the ones who don’t believe
in them. Coming off a season
where they traded, arguably,
the best defensive player in the
NFL, Kahlil Mack, and their
number one wide receiver in
Amari Cooper, the Raiders
continue to not surprise anyone
with their organizational decisions.
The Raiders have been receiving mixed reviews from analysts
as the year approaches. With a
tolling travel schedule, one of
their home games in another
country, and a rebuild in progress, the idea of being championship contenders seems to be
far from obtainable to some.
Many people don’t believe in
the Raiders in the up and coming season but they might be
ready to defy the odds and have

the season very few are expecting.
The Raiders will have a winning season for these reasons:
1.With the fourth, 24, and 27
pick in this years NFL draft and
four in the top 50, the Raiders
are looking to acquire key pieces
in their quest to “Just Win
Baby.” The last three franchises
who held this many spots early
went on to win at least five more
games the next season.
2. The Raiders added top
wide receiver Antonio Brown
this off-season to replace their
former top ten pick of Amari
Cooper. Lining up on the other
side of the field is former Los
Angeles Chargers receiver
Tyrell Williams who averaged
over 15 yards a catch last season
and should see no decline in

Gruden’s offensive scheme.
3. They are back in Oakland
for one more year and it would
be a shame if they string together a season synonymous to
last years. The Raiders are looking to redeem themselves from
their previous “last year” in
Oakland and surely will not let
the fans down this time around.
4. The Raiders are only two
years removed from being playoff contenders in which their
current quarterback, Derek
Carr, was top three in MVP race.
After a down year they are looking to get back to their winning
ways and reach the postseason.
It is not a Raiders season if
there is not a little dysfunction.
The Oakland Raiders will make
their last year in Oakland a season to remember.

Saturday May 4, 12 pm
vs. BYU
Moraga, CA
Saturday May 4, 2 pm
vs. BYU
Moraga, CA

TRACK AND FIELD

Friday, May 3, All Day
Portland Twighlight
@ Portland, OR

TJ Dillashaw’s Suspension and what it means for UFC

TJ DILLASHAW is on of the best martial artists on the planet, but like so many before him, has been found to have used certain PED in training (USA)

BY RUBEN GONZALEZ
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
TJ Dillashaw was busted earlier this month to be using EPO
leading up to and during his
bout against Henry Cejudo in
January.
To prepare for the fight, Dillashaw had to cut weight even
though he was already a very
slender person. He needed to
find a way to cut some weight
as fast as he could.
Recombinant human erythropoietin (rHuEPO), is an artificial hormone that increases

the red blood cell count which
increases a person’s ability to
absorb oxygen, and boosts that
person’s endurance and recovery levels. It isn’t something
that is as casual as Human
Growth Hormone. It is a very
serious and potentially dangerous hormone that can only be
taken intravenously and has to
be constantly monitored in case
something happens.
Cejudo is a Flyweight champion. Dillashaw was a Bantamweight champion which is one
class heavier so he dropped a
weight class to challenge Ce-

judo. He lost the match within
32 seconds as Cejudo flurried
him with fists and feet until the
referee had to stop the fight,
resulting in a TKO.
Two months later, Dillashaw
was suspended by the New York
S tate Athletic Commission
for a year, and in response he
voluntarily gave up his championship belt to settle the matter. A month after that, he was
suspended for two years by
the United States Anti-Doping
Agency for his use of EPO and
in response, he released a public
apology admitting his faults on

his Instagram.
In an interview on Joe Rogan’s podcast, Dillashaw said “I
felt the best I have ever felt before I walked out for the fight.”
Rogan and Dillashaw discussed his diet, training and the
twelve week program that his
trainer, Sam Calavitta, used to
help him cut so much weight.
He also mentioned how all of
his meals, his sleep, his development and his vitals were constantly monitored by Calavitta,
including his heart rate while
sleeping.
His bust shows that fighters are still using drugs and
hormones to give themselves
an unfair advantage, in fact 11
fighters including Dillashaw
were busted this month alone
for using performance enhancers. Fighters who are considering using substances should be
afraid, because the UFC is really
cracking down on these kinds of
substances.
The UFC is determined on
finding any form of cheating,
especially of this kind. In the
past three years alone, there
has been a dramatic increase in
the amount of drug tests that
were being administered by the
USADA to UFC fighters.
At some point, these fighters
lose sight of training so much
that they start to focus on trying
to become the best fighter by
any means necessary. They need
to realize that 90% of a fighter’s
ability to clash with these titans
is from training accurately and
rigorously. While performance
enhancers may seem like they
can help, they might actually
hurt fighters much more than
help them.

BASEBALL

Friday, May 3, 6 pm
Gonzaga University
@ Spokane, WA
Saturday, May 4, 6 pm
Gonzaga University
@ Spokane, WA
Sunday, May 5, 6 pm
Gonzaga University
@ Spokane, WA
Tuesday, May 7, 3 pm
UCSB
@ Santa Barbara, CA
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What is Going on with the 2019 Stanley Cup Playoffs?

THE NHL PLAYOFFS have been nothing short of incredible through the first round, and with the lower seeds seizing all of the momentum, there is no telling who will end up on top, and lift the Stanley Cup over their head (USA Today)

BY ZACH SHUKAIT
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
These playoffs have been
quite a wild ride for all the teams
involved in this years Stanley
Cup Playoffs. Winning, losing,
weird calls, comebacks, sweeps,
everything has been covered so
far and the First Round still isn’t
finished.
In the most stunning series to
date, the Columbus Bluejackets,
the second wildcard spot in the
East, swept the best team in
recent history, the Tampa Bay
Lightning. Tampa Bay finished
off the regular season with only
20 losses in total, earned 62
wins on the season. Tampa Bay
started Game 1 with a 3–0 lead
that quickly disappeared as time
went on and they wouldn’t gain
a lead in a game until Game 4
where they, once again, coughed

up a lead and ultimately lead to
them being swept.
Another surprise series is the
Islanders/Penguins where New
York Islanders made quick work
of a Pittsburgh Penguins team
that was caught up by their drive
and hunger to advance. There
was a lot of speculation that the
Islanders losing their former 1st
Round selection in John Tavares
to the Toronto Maple Leafs in
the offseason was going to be a
nail in the coffin but the Islanders have emerged a much more
powerful team lead by their new
Captain Anders Lee. Four games
are all it took for the Islanders to
eliminate the Penguins. Sidney
Crosby and the rest of the Penguins will get to enjoy the golf
course a bit earlier than they
accustomed to.
T h e We st e r n C o n f e r e n c e
hasn’t disappointed either,

having the Nashville Predators and Calgary Flames being
eliminated in six and five games
respectively.
The Colorado Avalanche were
the first team in the West to advance after beating the Western
Conference Champions, the Calgary Flames. The Avalanche’s
speed and youth were too much
for Calgary as Nate McKinnon,
Mikko Rantanen, and Gabriel
Landeskog were able to run rampant offensively almost every
game. Calgary admitted after
the series that they entered the
series with too much confidence
and took the Avalanche team
for granted. The Avalanche will
now face San Jose in the Second Round of the Stanley Cup
Playoffs.
The Nashville Predators, a
team that is commonly seen
reaching the Conference Finals

and even the Stanley Cup Finals,
find themselves packing up their
locker room much earlier than
they had expected. The Dallas
Stars, backed by star defender
John Klingberg, rookie defenseman Miko Heiskenen, and elite
goaltender Ben Bishop, the Stars
finished their series in six and
will face St. Louis in the next
round. Dallas also had help from
their top line that features top
tier talent in Tyler Seguin, Jamie
Benn, and Alexander Radulov.
The San Jose Sharks closed
out their series against the Vegas Golden Knights in Overtime
last night with the game-winning goal delivered by Barclay
Goodrow. After being down 3–1
in the series and 3–0 in Game
7, San Jose rallied after losing
their Captain Joe Pavelski to
a head injury. San Jose would
score 4 on the ensuing 5-minute

major penalty assessed to Cody
Eakin, ultimately taking the
lead. Jonathan Marchessault
tied the game with :47 seconds
remaining in the final frame.
With less than two minutes
remaining in the first overtime
period, San Jose defenseman
Erik Karlsson delivered a pass
in stride to Barclay Goodrow
who deked and deposited the
puck in the net to end the highly
emotional game.
The Semi-Final Round of the
Stanley Cup playoffs begins in
just two days with the following
matchups: Colorado versus San
Jose, Dallas versus St. Louis,
Islanders versus Carolina or
Washington, and Columbus versus Boston. With three rounds
remaining, many more upsets,
crazy moments, insane goals,
and incredible celebrations and
heartbreaks are bound to arise.

UEFA Champions League Semi-Finals Commencing Soon

LIONEL MESSI and FC Barcelona are 3 wins away from winning the Champions League (CNN)

BY DIEGO VASQUEZ
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
The greatest club competition in
Europe is reaching its conclusion as
we are now in the semi- finals of the
UEFA Champions League. After a
lot of dramatic moments and shock
eliminations

throughout the earlier rounds, we
are left with four teams: Liverpool,
FC Barcelona, Tottenham Hotspur,
Ajax.
Having made the final last season, it should be no surprise that
Liverpool have made a deep run in
the competition once again. They
have improved tremendously this

year, fixing up their defense while
Son has been able to fill in the
retaining their attacking identity.
Harry Kane-sized hole that was left
They will match up against in their attack, and he is a danger
Barcelona,who have the best player to any team. A big problem they
in the world, Lionel Messi, playing have is their defense, which looked
like he is the best player in the world. very weak in the last game, and up
After having to watch their bitter against Ajax, that could be a huge
rivals Real Madrid win the competi- issue. Ajax have shocked the world
tion 3 out of the last 4 seasons, Barca by eliminating 3-time defending
will be looking to reclaim their champions Real Madrid and a
throne.
Cristiano RonalThis feels like
do-led Juventus
it could be the Add to this the
side to make the
season they do absolute domination
semis.
just that since
They have
potential issues that Barca displayed in d o n e t h i s by
such as Luis the last roung against
staying true to
Suarez’s drop
identity as
Manchester united and their
in form and
a team, doing evPhilippe Coutin- the condidence that
erything it takes
ho’s struggle to
to win the ball
goes with that, and
fit in have both
back and go allstarted to resolve this matchup should
out-attack. They
themselves.
have played the
be very intriguing
Add to this the
most attractive
absolute domistyle of the four
nation that Barca displayed in the remaining teams, and they will be
last round against Manchester excited to go up against the nervyUnited and the confidence that goes looking Spurs backline.
with that, and this matchup should
The Champions League isn’t the
be very intriguing.
only club competition going on. The
The other, more surprising semi- Europa League semi-finals are also
final is between Tottenham Hotspur set, With Chelsea facing Eintracht
and Ajax. Spurs managed to survive Frankfurt, and Arsenal going up
an insane two games against Man- against Valencia.
chester City, thanks in large part to
Chelsea have experienced an
their speedy star Son Heung-min.
inconsistent season, having domi-

nated fairly easy competition in
the Europa League while struggling in the Premier League. Coach
Maurizio Sarri is under constant
pressure to get wins, and even victories aren’t enough to please fans
at times. They do have big game
players such as Eden Hazard or
Europa League top scorer Olivier
Giroud, but they are facing a tricky
Frankfurt side led by young starlet
Luka Jovic.
Arsenal find themselves in a
similar position as last season. Their
goal is to qualify for the Champions
League once again, but their chances of doing so through the Premier
League seems to be diminishing.
Their only hope would be to win
the Europa League as a way back
into the Champions League, but
their horrendous defense may put
a stop to that. Time and time again
they concede pretty humiliating
goals, which really typifies the state
of the club.
Luckily, they are led by PierreEmerick Aubameyang and Alexandre Lacazette, who are both very
capable of carrying the team to
victory. They will face an exciting
Valencia team who have a good
mix of veteran players, like midfield general Daniel Parejo, and
good young attacker, like Goncalo
Guedes, so Arsenal will need to be
wary of them.

